
 
 

 

 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  

 

“Then the king will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, you that 

are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 

from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave 

me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 

a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me 

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and 

you visited me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when 

was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 

gave you something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a 

stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 

And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 

you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me.’” Matthew 25:34-40 

 

The past few weeks have been eventful in our area as 32 men 

were arrested in Mt. Pleasant for alleged immigration violations. I 

really don’t want to get into a discussion about their legal status, 

and whether or not they should be sent back to the countries that 

they came from.  

 

What I really want to focus on is the opportunity that God is 

giving us to reach out to the families of these men with the love 

of Jesus Christ. Without a paycheck coming in to these homes, 

there are many needs for food, clothing, and shelter.  

 

I’m thankful that our Social Ministry Committee responded right 

away with a donation of $500 to help with these needs.  

 

Pastor Paul Ostrem, assistant to the Bishop of the Southeastern 

Iowa Synod, called me the day after the arrests and wondered 

Newsletter - June 2018 



how the Synod could work with us in helping these women and 

children. I was given the news at the Synod Assembly that the 

Synod, partnering with Lutheran Services in Iowa, had 

contributed $10,000 through their disaster response fund. This 

money was given to the First Presbyterian Church in Mt. 

Pleasant, which is overseeing the donations. It made me proud to 

be a part of a Church that helps others.  

 

I am also thankful for the way that you have helped others with 

our water bucket project. You donated almost $600 that I brought 

to the Synod Assembly, to be used for clean water projects that 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America has around the 

world.  

 

I put our donation into the offering at the opening worship 

service, along with the gifts of the other churches and members of 

the assembly. Over $50,000 was given! Thank you for being part 

of such a worthwhile project.  

 

Love in Christ,  

 
Pastor Mark 

 

 

June Worship Schedule 
Sundays in June 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 
  Now the Feast and Celebration (June 10) 

 

Congregation Council and 

Church Finance Notes 
The Congregation Council will meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, June 21, 

2018. Minutes to the Council meetings are posted on the bulletin board 

in the church narthex (entryway). The most recent approved council 

meeting minutes follow the financials below.  

 



Financials: (through May 22, 2018)  

Giving  $78,639.29 

Expenses $91,390.00 

Net Loss ($12,750.71) 

 

You are encouraged to attend any of our church committees’ meetings. 

Even better would be to join one of our committees. All committees 

meet in the lower level of the church unless otherwise stated.  

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Congregational Council Meeting 

April 19, 2018 

Present:  Cathy Thurman, Ray Meth, Glenn Graf, Al Olson, Stacy 

Speidel, Lisa Kempf, Karl Krueger, Pastor Mark, Alex Peterson, 

Johanna Crawford and Jackie Brawner 

Absent:  Julie Ostby and Wayne Rodgers 

Host for the evening was Glenn Graf.  

 

I. Devotions.  Glenn opened the meeting by reading a Lutheran 

Hour Ministries devotion titled The Complete Christ. 

 

II. Financials, Budget, Minutes, Pastor’s Report 

The financial reports as presented by the Treasurer and Financial 

Secretary were reviewed and discussed.  Motion made by Al and 

seconded by Ray to approve the financials as printed.  Motion carried.   

No Memorial Secretary report given. 

The minutes of the March 15, 2018, Council meeting were distributed 

and reviewed.  Ray made a motion to accept the minutes and seconded 

by Stacy.  Motion carried. 

Pastor distributed his report.  He reviewed his activities for the month 

and addressed questions.  It was moved by Ray and seconded by Glenn 

that Pastor’s report be accepted.  Motion carried. 

Pastor asked about presenting Mary a gift for Administrative 

Professional Day.  It was moved by Ray and seconded by Jackie that 

the church give Mary Mt. Pleasant Chamber Bucks.  Pastor will take 

care of picking them up and giving them to Mary.  Motion carried. 

 

III. Committee Reports and Recommendations 

A. Audit Committee – none. 



B. Cemetery – Karl checked with Mary about the grave stone that 

still needs attention.  She cannot find anyone from the family of Nels P. 

Johnson who died in 1892.  It was mentioned that it is possible to use 

cemetery funds to repair the stone.  

C. Christian Education and Youth 

 1.  Lisa brought up that the Sunday School class would like to 

plant flowers in late April or early May.  It was suggested that they 

possibly plant them around the sign.  Karl will check with Duayne 

regarding this. 

 2.  Lisa discussed the plan for VBS.  Al Olson is part of the 

Lions Club and he said the Lions Club would be willing to do 

screenings for the preschoolers who attend VBS and parents will have 

to fill out a permission slip.  Lisa stated that we will discuss this and let 

him know about this. 

 3.  Lisa brought up the request of putting Spark Bibles in the 

pews as the Kanns visited a church over Easter weekend that do this 

and thought it was a good idea.  Council gave us the go ahead to pursue 

this but would like to know how many may be needed.  It was also 

suggested that maybe we put a stack of them in the narthex with a note 

to take one to use during church service. 

 4.  Lisa brought up Emily Kann received information from 

Augsburg Fortress about having a book fair.  We would get to keep 

20% of the sales plus we can get 40% off the books purchased and free 

shipping.  Emily thought this could be a way to offset some VBS cost 

or a good option to purchase extra Spark Bibles for the pews.  Council 

agreed that we could do this.  It was suggested that we do it soon since 

Sunday School is almost over or wait until September.  Stacy Speidel 

said that a former church she attended had one of these book fairs and 

it was very successful. 

 5.  Lisa brought up the Camp EWALU campership.  It was 

moved by Jackie that we pay 25% of the total fee for this year for 

youth who want to attend Camp EWALU and that we would re-

evaluate this next year and that parents pay the deposit.  This was 

seconded by Cathy.  It was suggested that a May 13 deadline be given 

for youth to let us know if they are going to attend Camp EWALU. 

 6.  Pastor discussed the Youth Gathering.  He said it is 

approximately $1,000.00 per person and that the youth still need to 

raise money.  The youth will do temple talks on May 6 and May 13.  

Pastor said there are 6 youth and 3 adults attending the Youth 

Gathering this year. 



D. Evangelism – will meet Monday, April 23.  Evangelism 

committee is taking over the planning of the S/O Fun Day activities 

which will be held June 16.  This year it starts in Olds and ends in 

Swedesburg.  Stacy said it will be more like a parade this year and 

hopefully will have some floats, etc. participate.  There will be bounce 

houses and an obstacle course set up at Parish Hall.  The LJ Roth 

business will be cooking food as in previous years.  Stacy said they still 

need to find someone to sponsor the water station. 

E. Finance – none. 

F. Mutual Ministry – none. 

G. Nominating – none. 

H. Property/Parish Improvement – It was reported that Cathy 

Thurman will be taking on the role of chairman for this committee.  

Custodial things were discussed with Laura and Dean.  A structural 

meeting was held 3/29 and the committee will meet again on 5/9.  

There has been a lot of stuff handed over to the property/parish 

improvement committee and they are working on prioritizing this. 

I. Social Ministry – reviewed minutes from 3/15 meeting.  

Discussed the backpack program.   

J. Stewardship – none. 

K. Tanzania – This committee will be meeting next Thursday, 

4/26.  Pastor reported they are looking at traveling to Tanzania in late 

July and that Pastor Mark’s son is also planning on going as well as 

Pastor Mark, Jackie, Ben and Gayle. 

L. Worship and Music – Does not meet again until 6/4.  Pastor did 

report that Phil Hoenig was at church to work on organ again last week.  

He mentioned something about reeds and pipes needing work.  It was 

discussed that maybe a second opinion should be obtained from the 

person Gyehyun knows at the University of Iowa. 

It was moved by Lisa and seconded by Jackie that the committee 

reports be accepted. Motion carried. 

 

IV. Bible Study.  The Council read the text for the evening which 

was John 10:11-18 and Pastor led us in the discussion of the reading. 

 

V. Old Business. 
A. Defibrillators-CPR & AED – this has been installed and Pastor 

and Mary attended training.  Something will be put in newsletter 

regarding the AED.  Pastor asked Lisa to have Troy advise the Olds 

Fire Department that there is an AED at the church.   



 Training and Accessories – do we need more?  Mary will look 

into this. 

B. Emergency Plan – nothing. 

C. Parish Hall Wall Hangings – Ray talked to Fred Roth and Fred 

says he has materials and will be getting it done and installed.  Hope to 

have it soon. 

D. Church Insurance – Monte talked to Karl on Sunday.  Grinnell 

Mutual will not cover us because of fire rating.  

E. Blood Drives – blood drive will be held in Olds on 4/17 and in 

Swedesburg in July. 

F. Cabinetry Woodwork – Sleepy Hollow was contacted.   They 

will give us stain and said it can be put on with Q-TIP or finger.  Cathy 

Thurman agreed to do this work. 

G. Basement Noise Reduction – Karl has not meet with person as 

schedules are not jiving.  This is not a priority but will be left open. 

H. Copier – reviewed quote for new copier.  Copier in Pastor’s 

office is at end of life.  Al Olson will contact J & S Electronics and get 

some more answers. 

I. Brendan Unkrich Donation – Karl stated Brendan will take care 

of all marketing, etc. and a check will be cut to the church and sent to 

the church. 

J. Mowing – the bid from Duayne Hultquist was approved.  Karl 

said snow removal is up in the air at this time.  Someone asked if the 

amount to mow the cemetery comes out of the cemetery fund. 

 

VI. New Business.  
A. Daycare (insurance and maternity leave) – Pastor read a letter 

from daycare which states that Bethany is expecting a baby in mid-

May and that they will be closing the daycare for 2 months.  They will 

reopen the first week of August.  They will continue to pay rent, 

utilities and will do the yard maintenance.  It was suggested that the 

water be shut off while daycare is closed but that the A/C be kept on.  

It was decided that we would ask the daycare providers to check the 

basement for water when they mow so that water would not have to be 

shut off. 

B. Custodian Job Description – reviewed and discussed and 

changes still needed.  Cathy will make changes and email for review.  

Custodians will need to agree and sign the paper and agree to do work 

as outlined. 



C. S/O Fun Day Sponsorship – Pastor stated we have donated 

$200.00 in the past.  Ray moved and Lisa seconded that we donate 

$200.00 again this year. 

 

VII. Adjournment and Prayer.  The meeting ended at approximately 

10:15 P.M. with the Council joining hands and saying the Lord’s 

Prayer in unison.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Lisa Kempf, Secretary 

 

We Are Swedesburg Lutheran 

Mike & Jackie Brawner 
Background and Family: Mike was born in Iowa City, Iowa.  His 

father was a stockbroker and his mother was a nurse.  He has two 

younger sisters.  His family attended Zion Lutheran Church, which has 

strong German roots.  In Iowa City, Mike owned and operated Mexican 

food franchises.  He currently works for MidAm.  

 

Jackie was born in Austin, MN.  Her parents were teachers.  She has an 

older sister and two younger brothers.  Her family attended St. Olaf 

Lutheran Church, which has strong Norwegian roots.  Their yearly 

smorgasbord always served lutefisk and lefse!  Jackie attended college 

in Moorhead, MN and Iowa City.  She has been a special education 

teacher, an elementary, junior high and high school counselor who 

retired two years ago. 

 

Mike and Jackie married in 1983.  They have a daughter, Rachel, who 

is married to Joe Johnson.  They live in Oakdale, MN and have two 

boys, Jack and James.  Rachel is a preschool teacher and Joe works for 

a board game company.  Mike and Jackie also have a son, Erik, who 

recently relocated to Des Moines and works for the City of Des Moines 

as a GIS Analyst. 

 

SELC Membership and Involvement: Mike and Jackie and family 

joined SELC in 1996 after moving to Mt. Pleasant for Jackie’s job as a 

high school counselor.  

 



Mike’s involvement at SELC:  HS Sunday School teacher, adult 

Sunday School, council member, committee member, greeter, usher, 

communion assistant, Smorgasbord. 

 

Jackie’s involvement at SELC:   SS teacher, VBS teacher, children’s 

sermon leader, youth group advisor, youth gathering chaperone, 

council member, committee member, circle member, small group Bible 

Study member, altar guild, reader, communion assistant, worship 

assistant, choir member, Smorgasbord. 

 

Have you seen God at work in your lives? Mike:  I see His work when 

I see and talk with kids from classes that I taught and see how they 

turned out.  I see Him in my children’s lives and faith. He is always 

showing me the answers and path I am following through prayer and 

study. 

 

Jackie:  I believe His hand has guided most of the decisions I have 

made as an adult, including where to go to school, where to teach, and 

where to worship.  My prayer has always been that others could see 

God work through me daily.  I used to start most of my work days by 

praying, “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 

always acceptable in Thy sight.”  Those days always went better, even 

the challenging parts.  I need to start saying that again! 

 

What have your life experiences taught you about God? Mike:  I have 

learned to be patient and know that things work out if I trust God’s 

work in my life and not how I think things should go. 

 

Jackie:  I think I am a strong, competent person, but I sure feel lost and 

powerless when I try to go things alone.  I have learned to trust God, 

PRAY, and rely on the Lord.  Age and experience have seemed to 

make this easier to do. 

 

Have you ever had an experience in which you felt the presence of 

God? Mike:  Too many to recount but the births of my children stand 

out.  Also, the steps in which I find myself today, here in Mt. Pleasant, 

and the love I have for Jackie and the kids. 

 

Jackie:  My siblings and I have been together when my parents have 

celebrated, been ill, had surgeries, and passed away. We have cried, 

laughed and prayed together.  When we are together, I feel God’s 



presence in both a spiritual and a physical sense.  I also felt his 

presence throughout my grandson’s premature birth, health struggles, 

and victories.   

 

What do you think your purpose in life is? Mike:   Growing.  I believe 

life is school, our training ground to prepare us for the existence the 

rest of the universe takes for granted, but we can’t see very easily.  

That reality begins the minute this life ends.  I hope I paid attention 

during the lectures!! 

 

Jackie:  Love God, serve others, and laugh every day. 

 

Synod Assembly Report by Jackie Brawner 
The annual Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly was held May 18th 

and 19th at the Coralville Marriott Hotel.  Following are the highlights 

from Friday’s sessions and activities.  Mike and I were unable to attend 

on Saturday. 

 

Friday opened with a beautiful song, “Come to the Water” (google the 

song, especially the lyrics!), a reading and water being poured from a 

blue bucket into a fountain.  The theme for the assembly, The Water 

The Witness, had been introduced.  The phrase comes from verse 2 of 

“We Are Baptized in Christ Jesus” - “In the water and the 

witness,...God has made a new beginning…”   

 

After introductions and thanks, Bishop Burk raised the Governance 

Restructuring Proposal before the assembly for discussion and a vote.  

The synod council will be reduced from 24 members to 18, all serving 

4 year terms with no reelection.  One half of the council will be 

replaced every two years.  There will no longer be conference assembly 

meetings. There will be 6 subdivisions with two conferences making 

up each subdivision.  Elected pastors or deacons, one from each 

subdivision, will serve as synod deans who will have no geographical 

responsibilities but will assist the bishop as needed or defined.  There 

will be conference chaplains who are pastors or deacons and were 

formerly called deans, who will meet to give and gather information to 

pass along to the conferences/subdivisions and the synod office.  All 

this was confusing at times when presented, but the short version is that 

the synod is looking for a fresher and more efficient way to conduct its 

business. After discussion, the proposal passed with more than a ⅔ 



majority vote.  Next, election for some representatives to the 

Churchwide Assembly was conducted. 

 

The second session began after lunch was served with Pastor Burk 

providing a message and his yearly report.  He used the water and 

witness imagery to state that “Water flows, both physically and 

baptismally.  He called us to be witnesses like Luke described who 

have seen many things.  “When you see something, say something.” 

“Vital congregations are communities of Jesus that nurture life 

changing relationships with God, one another, and the world.”  Vital 

congregations are : 

●  In the community - if our congregation disappeared tomorrow, 

would anyone other than the members of our church even 

notice? 

● Connected to the Church - the whole church, not just Lutherans.  

Other churches are not our competition, they are our partners. 

● Willing to try something NEW - to our congregation.  What 

gets in the way of trying something new?  Our inability to say 

NO to the something old. 

● Ones that Proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Burk expressed a couple of concerns, one of which is the 

shortage of pastors to serve our congregations.  Another is how we 

approach differing opinions, we need to find a way to love one another 

even in our disagreement.  We are together in the call to baptize.  He 

closed with the statement, You/We are freed from ___________  and 

are freed for __________. 

 

Mikka McCracken, from ELCA World Hunger spoke next.  She stated 

that We Are Lutheran.  We are Evangelical Lutheran, with the 

evangelical standing for OUT LOUD.  She stressed that we are always 

being made new through the waters of our baptism and we are called to 

serve.  Voting for members of the synod council, representatives to the 

churchwide assembly, and the discipline committee occurred during 

the second session. 

 

There was time for going to the Interactive Center, where there were 

activities and various entities and organizations sharing their 

information.  The Swedesburg blue water bucket was on display in the 

Interactive Center.  It looked great!  The evening began with a Holy 

Communion Service, during which the money given by congregations 

for the water project were collected and blessed.  A banquet meal was 



served and Bishop Julian Gordy of the Southeastern Synod (GA, AL, 

MS, TN) entertained the assembly and thanked us for our generous 

response to his synod, which is known as the Disaster Synod, because 

of floods, hurricanes, tornadoes, etc.   

 

The waters of our baptism send us to water the world with our witness.  

How are we as individuals and as a congregation responding to this 

call? 

 

Vacation Bible School 
Greetings from Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church!  We are 

planning a new and exciting opportunity for Christian growth that your 

children will want to participate in: “This Changes Everything” VBS 

Camp!  We want to encourage you as parents to have your children 

involved in this unique opportunity. 

 

“This Changes Everything” VBS Camp is a Christian education 

program offered in partnership with Ewalu Bible Camp in Strawberry 

Point, Iowa.  Ewalu brings elements of summer camp to our summer 

VBS program.  VBS is set up for children who are still too young to 

spend an entire week at camp, and also for those who love camp so 

much they want to take advantage of another opportunity.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity for them to have basic elements of a “summer 

Bible camp” experience here in our own church! 

 

VBS is led with the help of trained, 

enthusiastic college-age youth ministry 

staff from Camp Ewalu, along with 

staff and volunteers from our 

congregation.  The youth will be more 

involved in Bible studies, recreation, 

participatory worship, crafts, games, 

and much more!  It will be an 

outstanding VBS experience.  We are super excited to welcome paid 

Ewalu camp staffers this year and VBS, as always, is free and welcome 

to all, but this year especially we would welcome free-will donations to 

help us cover this amazing experience. 

 

The week our church has reserved is July 23
rd

 through July 26
th

 

(Monday through Thursday).  As done in the past, our church will 



provide dinner starting at 5:30 PM with camp from 6-8:15 PM.  The 

program will be using the Swedesburg Parish Hall (201 Academy 

Avenue) as the “home base” while occasionally making use of the 

Swedesburg Lutheran Church as well.  The program may run late on 

some of the evenings.  On Sunday, July 29
th

, we invite you to our 

church worship at 10 AM for the youth to return and sing for our 

congregation for a “VBS Showcase”.  If your family is unable to 

participate in the showcase, and you would like to see and hear what 

your children have learned, you are welcome to come and see them on 

the last day around 8 PM for their rehearsal. 

 

Please prayerfully consider this exciting opportunity for your children.  

We hope that all of our kids that are now completing grades K-5 

(entering grades 1-6 next fall) will participate in this fun VBS week.  

Youth that are older than completing grade 6 are welcome as 

volunteers for VBS. 

 

For children that are ages 3 through preschool (and fully potty trained), 

we will have a supplemental program entirely led by church volunteers 

and not Ewalu counselors.  If your child is in this age group, please 

have an adult staying or ensure they are comfortable with our church 

volunteers.   

 

Please be sure to invite your friends!  Contact the church office with 

any questions at 319-254-2216. 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church Christian Education 

Committee 

 

Registration forms for VBS may be located near the end of this 

newsletter, on our website, inside the church west entrance or in 

the narthex (entryway) of the church. 

 

Young Adult Group 
Join us right after church on June 10 as we continue our study of the 

book of James. This time we will cover chapter ten.  

  



Social Ministry 
We have committed to helping serve the Fellowship Cup and WACO 

Summer Sacks.  

 

Summer Sacks at the Fellowship Cup will run June 11-15, 2018. 

Summer Sacks for WACO will be Tuesday, July 17 and Friday, July 

20, 2018. Please sign up to assist. Forms to sign up are available in the 

narthex (entryway). 

 

 

Worship & Music 
Shown below is our weekly attendance and offerings: 

May 6 85 May 13 86 May 20 87 

 

The general offerings by week are shown: 

May 6 $4,417 May 13 $1,954 May 20 $2,521 

 

 

2018 Graduates 
Congratulations to the 2018 graduates. This year we celebrate the 

graduations of: 

 Elizabeth “Elle” Larson is graduating from Mt. Pleasant High 

School, will be attending University of Iowa in the fall 2018. 

Studying Neuroscience and Psychology on the Pre-Medicine 

track. 

 Allie McArtor is graduating from Winfield/Mt. Union High 

School, planning to attend Southeastern Community College for 

Elementary Education and Ag Education. After her year there, 

she plans to transfer to Iowa Wesleyan University. 

 

Other graduates with Swedesburg ties include: 

 Robbie Renken graduates Chequamegon High School in 

Wisconsin on June 3
rd

 and from NTC on May 19
th

 with his Tool 

& Die certificate. 

Kayleigh Applegate graduates St. Louis University with her 

Masters in Health Care Administration.  
 



 

  



Luther League Mission Trip 
Julie Ostby, Mike Sharp, and Pastor Mark will lead five youth to 

Houston on June 27 – July 1, where we will join over 30,000 other 

youth and sponsors. Our days will include a day of service, an 

afternoon with others from southeastern Iowa, and a day filled with 

interactive learning and games. Our evenings will be a combination of 

worship and special speakers.  

 

The youth are thankful for all of your support through our bake sale, 

Easter breakfast, and Lenten donations! We are still short of our goal, 

so would appreciate your additional support. 

 

Blood Drive 
The next blood drive will be July 10th from 3:00-6:00 p.m. at the 

Parish Hall. Time slots are still available. To schedule an appointment 

call Stacy Speidel at (319) 986-5128 or register online at 

www.bloodcenterimpact.org. Use Sponsor Code 5185 to schedule 

online. The last date to donate elsewhere was May 15, 2018. 

 

Confirmation 

 
Confirmation was held on April 29, 2018. Those in the picture above 

include: L-R, Monte Kann, Katie Lucas, Andrew Rauenbuehler, Pastor 

Mark Youngquist, Jordan Sharp, Alli Lucas and Dawn Bodenham. 

http://www.bloodcenterimpact.org/


Radio Sponsorship 

Our radio sponsors for June: 

  3 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

10 Arvid & Joan Anderson 

17 Craig & Peggy Grothe 

24 Mike & Jackie Brawner 
 

Thank you for sponsoring the radio broadcast. Opportunities remain to 

sponsor the radio broadcast during the coming months. One week may 

be sponsored at $50. Please sign up on the sheet in the narthex 

(entryway). 

 

If you like to listen to our worship services, you may really enjoy 

listening to a shortened service each Sunday morning at 11:30 a.m. on 

the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM.  

 

Our website is undergoing an upgrade. While this process is taking 

place, unfortunately you will not be able to hear the new weekly 

broadcasts. Once this upgrade is complete we will let you know so you 

may once again enjoy listening to the full worship service online each 

week. 

 

Each month’s church newsletter is available on our website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on “calendar”, then “newsletter”, 

and then click any month to read it. If you move addresses or would 

like to have someone added or taken off our mailing list just contact the 

church office. Each change of address costs the church 59 cents.  
 

You may find the church calendar on the church website. Changes are 

made to it as they occur. Check out our website!  

 

Thank you’s 
Thanks to Pastor Mark for his visits to the hospital when Larry had 

surgery and a special thanks to the Sunday School classes for the gift 

bag. Everything was much appreciated.  

Larry and Carole Kaufman 

 

Thank you so much for all of the support that you have given to my 

daughter Lydia at this time of her graduation!  

Pastor Mark 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


 

Happy Father’s Day! 
At Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI), we strive to build up and empower 

Iowa kids and families. For us, Father’s Day is a time to celebrate all 

the fathers and male role models we see every day.  

 

Many of the boys and young men that LSI serves in our Bremwood and 

Beloit Residential Treatment Centers have never had a positive male 

role model in their lives. But our caring volunteers are there to help 

guide them.  

 

In our Early Childhood fatherhood program, young men are learning to 

become dads. They’re becoming confident and active in their child’s 

life, and they are creating loving, bright futures for their families. 

You are making all of this possible through your support of LSI. Thank 

you for responding to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate 

service! 

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus 

Christ through compassionate service. LSI is an affiliated social 

ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services 

in America). We proudly serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, 

sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual 

orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa. 

 

On the Road to Success 

As everyone was preparing for the Christmas season last year, Ali was 

eager to finally give his family a gift he’d been dreaming of: a second 

car.  

 

After Ali came to the U.S. as a refugee from Somalia in 2014, he 

dedicated his time to finding a job and building a better life for his 

http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa
http://lsiowa.org/


family. But he and his wife struggled to keep up with both of their busy 

jobs and caring for their four children with one vehicle.  

 

“It was a very stressful time for my family, especially when 

emergencies happened or schedules changed,” Ali says.  

 

Ali decided to make it his goal to set aside money for a second car. He 

used LSI’s Refugee Community Services Individual Development 

Accounts (IDA) program to save the money he needed. 

 

Through the program, Ali has received guidance through basic 

financial literacy classes and one-on-one coaching to prepare him for 

the new car-buying experience.  

 

Now, Ali and his family are thriving. They have reliable transportation, 

and Ali feels confident knowing his family’s needs will be met every 

day.  

“I’m very thankful for LSI and this opportunity,” Ali says. “It is really 

good of them to offer this program, and it has made a great impact for 

my family.” 

 
Luther League Fundraiser 

Please remember to bring your empty beverage cans and bottles to the 

boxes in the west entry of the church. This is an ongoing fundraiser for 

our Luther League.  

 
Invite Your Friends 

Invite a friend to church …this is the main way that churches grow. 

Postcards are available in the narthex which you may use to send an 

invitation to a friend, co-worker, family member, neighbor… 

 
Swedish Museum Pancake Breakfasts 

The annual Swedish Museum pancake breakfasts hosted by Swedish 

American Museum and Historical Society will be held twice this 

summer: June 2 and July 7 at the Parish Hall, 201 Academy Avenue in 

Swedesburg. Swedish pancakes with lingonberries, korv, ham, 

homemade pastries, juice and coffee are on the menu. The food will be 

served from 8 to 11 a.m.  

https://www.facebook.com/SwedesburgSwedishAmericanMuseum/
https://www.facebook.com/SwedesburgSwedishAmericanMuseum/


Swedish Museum Midsommar 
Midsommar 2018 hosted by the Swedish American Museum and 

Historical Society: Join us Sunday, June 24 at 7 p.m. for an evening of 

Swedish music and dancing, as we celebrate our Swedish heritage. 

Refreshments served after the program. Freewill donation. Bring the 

kids, fun for all ages, at the Parish Hall, 201 Academy Avenue in 

Swedesburg. 
 

Used Eyeglasses and Hearing Aids 
There is a box in the entryway of the church to collect used eyeglasses 

and hearing aids to be recycled through the Lions Club. They will be 

gathered by the Washington Lions Club. All glasses will be donated to 

groups going to other countries. Hearing aids will be reused if they are 

of sufficient quality or recycled for parts and reused. Lions of Iowa 

Hearing Aid Bank assists many low income Iowans obtain services 

they would not be able to afford. 

 

 
Gyehyun Jung during recital May 6, 2018  



June Anniversaries 
We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 

1 Luke and Heather  

Applegate 

  5 Andrew and Katarina  

 Niemann 

10  Dave and Jessica Diers 

12 Doug and Donna Deardorff 

15  Lindy and Lil Chrisinger 

18  Wayne and Mary Lou  

 Rodgers  

19  Mark and Mary Ann  

 Kaufman  

19  Ron and Deb Reid 

19  John and Jane Wickham 

20 Anthony and Marne  

 Lackman 

 James and Hannah Niemeier 

24  Larry and Carole Kaufman 

24  Ralph and Cherry Sandeen 

25 Justin and Nicole Payne 

26  Duayne and Michelle  

 Hultquist  

27  Adam and Brooke Smith 
Please help the church office update their records by submitting any birthday, 

anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you. 
 

 

June Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday: 

  1 Janey Lauer 

  2 Dave Rauenbuehler 

  5  Anya Caboth 

 Leah Johnson 

  6 Ted Proctor 

  7 Bea Tolander 

    Evan Honts 

  8 Karl Krueger 

    Paul Zoss 

  9  Mary Benson 

10 Scott Meth 

    Curt Ridinger 

     Andrew Zoss 

 Helen Zoss 

 Peter Zoss 

 Charlie Zihlman 

11 Tyler Kelley 

     Jameson Deierling 

13 Valerie Unkrich 

16 Raegan Olson 

 

 

17 Mary Hookom 

 Rebekah Haussner 

18 Brian Stout 

     Karen Wenstrand 

19 Scarlett Jones 

20  Lincoln Burnham 

 Mary Lindeen 

22 Dee Lipscomb 

     Quinn Scarff 

23 Bailey Hesseltine 

24 Heather Applegate 

25 Emily Johnson 

 Sabrina Moody 

26 Christopher Olson 

27 Denise Oilar 

28 Lana Zihlman 

29 Emily Wells 

30 Norah Beichter 

 Stephanie Hummell 
 Tim Reid 

  



 
We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the year. 

Each week we will pray for about five church families. Please pray 

in June for: 
 

 

June 3: 

Aaron Kempf 

Justin Kempf 

Michelle Kempf, Lilly Heckethorn 

Troy & Lisa Kempf 

Michael & Karla Kerr, Maverick, Annika 
 

 

June 10: 

Mark & Linda Kimzey, Aaron 

Rebekah Kimzey 

Patricia King 

Kathleen Klopfenstein 

Jim & Shirley Krabill 
 

 

June 17: 

Jean Kracaw 

Jordan Krueger 

Karl & Patty Krueger 

Keaton & Angela Krueger 

Jane Kruse 
 

 

June 24: 

Anthony & Marne Lackman, Alexander & Kohl 

Warren & Vickie Larson, Jordan, Joshua, Emily &   

     Elizabeth 

Art & Rose Lauer 

Jill Lauer 

Jim & Janey Lauer  

 





 

PRAY FOR: 
 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported by this 

congregation.  
 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro and 

people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner congregation in 

Tanzania.  
 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 
 

THANKS ARE DUE . . . 
 to our lawn keepers who keep the grass mowed and cemetery 

looking so clean. 
 

 to Gyehyun Jung who has provided her beautiful talents to us for 

one year. Thanks for everything you have done for SELC! 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM . . . 
 The following students confirmed their faith on April 29, 2018: 

Alli Lucas,  

Katie Lucas,  

Andrew Rauenbuehler and  

Jordan Sharp. 
 

NEW MEMBERS . . . 
 Please welcome our newest members:  

Bethany Al-Yassiri,  

Jadin Grieser,  

Avalin Grieser,  

Adrian Grieser,  

Heather Applegate and  

Amanda Martin. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that Confirmed church members need to commune 

and have a contribution on record by the end of 2018 in order to be 

eligible to vote at the next annual meeting. By signing your name on 

the friendship pad, you confirm that you have communed during that 

worship service.  
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